August 2020

Bear River & Yellow Creek Watershed Project
Public Scoping Meeting

WELCOME

Bear River & Yellow Creek Watershed
Environmental Assessment
Public Scoping Meeting
CLOTH

FACE
COVERINGS
REQUIRED

August 19, 2020, 5 - 7 p.m.

In alignment with CDC
recommendations, cloth face
coverings are required along with
social distancing practices to
promote the health and
safety for all.
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CHALLENGE

Evanston has a history of flooding (on average every 2.5 to 10 years) and has an outdated canal system:
•

Flash flood impacts are greater due to the stormwater
and irrigation water being conveyed within the same
canal system.

•

Heavy storm events can carry large debris into the canal and
obstruct flow, putting people and property at risk for injury
and flood damage.

•

The canal system is inefficient and outdated. It is comprised
of unlined canals and 35-year-old corrugated metal pipes.

•

Water seeps out of the old pipes, which negatively impacts
agricultural producers, residential properties and crop yields.

ADDRESSING THE CHALLENGE
The United States Department of Agriculture-Natural Resources Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS) is
proposing this improvement project through the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Program. The project
will be sponsored by the City of Evanston and Evanston Water Ditch, Inc.
NRCS Watershed Protection & Flood Prevention Program: The NRCS Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Program
helps units of federal, state, local and tribal governments protect and restore watersheds. The program provides financial and
technical assistance for erosion and sediment control, watershed protection, flood prevention, water quality improvement, water
management, fish and wildlife habitat enhancement, recreation and hydropower.

FUNDING

Federal funds would be used to support the completion of the project through the Watershed Protection and Flood
Prevention Act (Public Law 83-566).
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GOALS
Enhance water
conservation
& irrigation
supply

Address
flood
prevention

Increase public
safety
& health

Provide public
recreation
opportunities

PROPOSED SOLUTION & POTENTIAL BENEFITS
11. Pipe and pressurize the Evanston Water Ditch, Inc.
(EWD) Canal.
BENEFITS:

• Provide flood protection for more than 350 homes, 6.5 miles of road,
three businesses, one school, 120 acres of agriculture land.
• Conserve over 1,500 acre-feet of water annually.
• Improve efficiency of 550 acres of agricultural land by converting from
flood to sprinkler irrigation.
• Increase safety by effectively directing and containing water flows.

33. Construct four soccer fields in one detention basin.
BENEFITS:

• Improve water quality by treating flood flows in detention basins.
• Enhance community connection, athletic programming and economic
opportunities through sport.
• Increase floodwater control efficiencies by detaining excess water in basins.

22. Install two detention basins (adjacent to each other)
and flood control projects to separate flood waters
from the irrigation canal system.
BENEFITS:

• Improve water quality and community health by treating flood flows in
detention basins before flowing into Yellow Creek and to Bear River.
• Regulate high water flows to reduce flooding.

44. Install a recreation trail system within the canal
easement area.
BENEFITS:

• Create over three miles of trail for enhanced pedestrian connectivity
and recreational use.
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NEPA PROCESS
Initiate
Environmental
Assessment
• Develop project
purpose & need
• Conduct agency &
public scoping
• Collect baseline data
• Alternative
development

Collect
Data

Analyze
Alternatives

• Analyze existing
conditions
• Identify needed
resource surveys
• Agency consultation
& coordination

• Analyze alternatives
• Evaluate potential
impacts to
environmental
resources

Draft
Environmental
Assessment
• Release Draft EA to
public for review and
comment
• Review all public
and agency
comments
• Prepare Final EA

Decision
Document
• NRCS will prepare
a Finding-of-No
Significant Impact
or recommend
an Environmental
Impact Statement

WE ARE HERE

Planning/
Environmental
Assessment (NEPA Process)
Summer 2020 - Spring 2022

Project Design

Construction *

Spring 2022 - Fall 2022

Fall 2022 - Spring 2024
*Pending environmental approval and
will take place outside the April 15-Oct. 15
irrigation season.

ANTICIPATED TIMELINE
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HOW CAN YOU BE INVOLVED?
Submit your written comments on the project between Aug. 19, 2020 and Sept. 18, 2020. You can
provide comments by any of the following methods:
•
•
•
•
•

Fill out a comment card and leave it in the box provided.
Take a comment card home and return it to the address indicated.
Take a comment card home for friends and family to complete.
Schedule a one-on-one meeting with a study team member.
Reach out to a study team member via the provided contact information.

Comments must be received by Sept. 18, 2020. Additional information may be found at the City’s
website under the News & Highlights listing: www.evanstonwy.org/civicalerts.aspx
Public involvement is an important part of the Environmental Assessment. If you would like a
response to your comment, please indicate that on your comment and a member of our study team
will respond as soon as possible. Thank you for your participation.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

